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FROM THE EDITOR S CHAIR 


Our modest little Journal is now five years old, and this is a 
fitting time to express our appreciation of the work of former 
Editors and our thanks to all contributors. In about twelve 
months’ time, the present Editor will be returning to England at 
the completion of the two terms of missionary service for which 
he volunteered; and the hope is that at the Conference of Pacific 
Churches to be held at Lifou in May and June next, arrangements 
will be made for the continuance of the Journal. We believe it 
has been playing some small part in drawing the Churches together 
and interpreting their life to each other; and we believe that in 
days to come this function will grow in importance; and our 
prayer is that God will make clear the Editor of His choice. 

The present Editor has been with the Journal from its incep¬ 
tion in his capacity as “Circulation Manager” and would like to 
thank all subscribers, especially those who have paid promptly 
and in advance. Some have been able to add generous donations 
to their subscriptions, and these friends also are warmly thanked. 

Even a Journal on a scale such as this comes to require quite 
a bit of administration and things do go wrong at times, and we 
have appreciated the forbearance of our friends. 


Visit of Dr Charles Forman 

It is good to be able to announce that Dr. Charles W. Forman, 
Professor of Missions in the Department of Divinity of Yale 
University, will be in the Pacific in the interest of the Theological 
Education Fund from/"February to July, 1967. Dr. Forman 
attended the Conference of Churches and Missions in the Pacific, 
held at Malua, Western Samoa, in 1961. Immediately following 
on that Conference there was a Consultation on Theological 
Education in the Pacific, held at Suva, Fiji. Dr Forman acted 
as its Chairman and since that time has continued to give expre¬ 
ssion to his deep concern for Theological Education in the Pacific. 
He will be studying the situation in depth in the Islands, and 
will also spend time in London, in Paris, in Australia and in 
New Zealand in discussions and in research. In a letter that is 
being circulated, Dr. E. W. Nielson, one of the Associate Directors 
of the Theological Education Fund has this to say: “We know of 
no one better to send, both from the point of view of what we in the 
T. E. F. can learn from him, and from what he can give to you 
frorh his own experience.” 

Continued on p. 21 
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THE PACIFIC THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE 


Plans are well ahead now for the opening of the Pacific Theo¬ 
logical College, the new ecumenical institution of advanced training 
for the Christian ministry that is being built in Suva, Fiji. 

Although the dates have not as yet been finalised, owing to a 
possible alteration in airway timetables, it is almost certain that 
the Conference of Pacific Churches will be held in Lifou, New 
Caledonia, from May 25 to June 7, 1966. This meeting will be 
attended not only by delegates from all the Pacific area churches 
but also by observers and advisers from countries far away. The 
Executive of the Pacific Theological College Council has therefore 
deemed it desirable to hold the dedication ceremonies immediately 
following upon this Conference. 

At present the plans for the celebrations in Suva include the 
formal dedication of the new buildings in the presence of church 
leaders from all over the world and of the governmental and civic 
authorities of Fiji. At the same time the Principal and the lec¬ 
turers of the PTC will be formally inducted to their respective 
offices. 

That same evening the plan is to hold a great Thanksgiving 
Service in the Centenary Church. The latter can seat a thousand 
people, and more can hear in the surrounding church halls by means 
of* microphones and loudspeakers. The famous voices of Fijian 
Christians will be heard in a mighty combined choir, singing 
praise to God for the significance of the day. Some of the eminent 
visiting churchmen will address the great assembly. 

The following day a characteristic Island Feast will be the 
highlight. It will be held on the campus of the College. This 
American word “campus” is a good word to use. It means all 
the grounds of an institution including all the buildings and resi¬ 
dences built on it. The programme after the Feast will have a 
characteristically Pacific flavour, with songs and dances and mimes 
to charm the visitors from other lands. One of Fiji’s famous bands 
may even play to the assembled company. 

The Council of the Pacific 1 heological College will meet on 
two of the mornings of the celebration- While it does so, the 
invited guests will be entertained to a sail on the coral seas to eat 
lunch on a coral island* they will visit on a bus tour four or five of 
the significant church and governmental institutions of higher 
learning; and they will have time off to waste their substance in the 
shops of a duty-free port. 

T he Queen s Birthday falls on one of the days of celebration. 
Our hope is that the visitors will be able to join in the general 
rejoicings on that happy occasion. Then, on the Sunday, dele¬ 
gates will preach in the morning in all the churches of the city 
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and round about; while for the evening we have planned a great 
open-air service of witness in the Albert Park of the city, when 
one of the eminent visitors will preach. 

But we plan to begin the first session and hold the first 
classes of the first year of teaching in the PTC well before June. 
In fact, we are asking that students should have reached Suva 
by Thursday, April 7, 1966. We shall be able to begin the work of 
the College thus early by the gracious decision of the Government 
of Fiji to let the PTC have the use free of rent of a former Steno¬ 
graphers’ School building. It is small, yet just large enough to 
accomodate all the men who will form the body of first-year 
students. But they will have to leave their wives and children 
at home till June. This School offers accomodation lor sleeping 
and for rather primitive class-rooms. Through the courtesy of 
the Bishop in Polynesia and the Warden and staff of St- John the 
Baptist Theological College, which is separated from the Steno¬ 
graphers’s School by only a fence, the PTC students will be able 
to share in the amenities of the college. It is well known that 
the students of St. John’s eat well. 

Our plan is to use Good Friday as a day of quiet, meditation 
and retreat; the following day as an opportunity for orientation 
and for coming to know each other in games and conversation. 
Then after an Easter Sunday of worship in our respective churches, 
study will begin earnest on Easter Monday. 

Our staff will then be three. The Rev. Eric Jones should 
arrive in Fiji on March 12. He is travelling from England via 
India, and will be a guest for three weeks at Bangalore, the 
Theological College of the Church of South India. This church 
has been united now for twenty-five years, and no one asks today 
whether a man is Anglican, Congregationalism Methodist or 
Presbyterian. Father Jones hopes to learn much about united 
theological education that he can bring to Fiji and use in the 
service of our new Pacific experiment. 

The Rev. Lopeti Taufa will resign from his leadership of 
PICEC [Pacific Islands Christian Education Curriculum] and 
prepare to take up his duties with the PTC on March 1. Yet 
we must not forget Adriu Rogoimuri, the new Bursar of the 
College, who has been working with the Principal since the 
latter’s arrival in Fiji at the end of September, 1965. For he is 
a tower of practical strength in the organisation that is now going on 

The church people of the Islands look to the PTC with great 
hope. They dream that it will produce dedicated and educated 
ministers who will serve the churches of the Pacific in new and 
fresh ways. Their hopes can come true onlv if there is a con¬ 
necting link between the churches and the new College formed by.. 


4 




PACIFIC THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE 


a prayerful people as they bring the needs of the College to 
the throne of grace. The staff and the students of thePTC will be 
looking to the churches for just this very support. 

GEORGE A. F. KNIGHT 


CONSECRATION OF THE CHAPEL OF ST. PETER'S 
COLLEGE SIOTA, GELA, BRITISH SOLOMON ISLAND 
PROTECTORATE 

On Sunday, September 12, the Bishop of Melanesia, the 
Rt- Rev. Alfred Hill, consecrated the new Chapel of St. Peter’s 
1 heological College, Siota, Gela, in honour of St. Peter. The 
College is the theological college for the Anglican Diocese of 
Melanesia and includes students from the Solomon Islands, 
the Santa Cruz Group, the Banks Islands and the New Hebrides' 
The new Chapel takes the place of the old Cathedral Church of 
St. Luke, which was on the same site. This was said to be the 
largest leaf building in the Solomons. When the headquarters of 
the Diocese was moved from Siota to Honiara after the last war, 
the old Cathedral became for a time the Chapel of the College’ 
and a tempoi ary Cathedral was erected m Honiara. When the 
leaf building became old, it was replaced by the present Chapel, 
which is in permanent materials and is slightly smaller than the 
old Cathedral. An Anglican theological college was started in 
the Solomons at Maravovo over 50 years ago. Before that, rhc 
training of ordination candidates was done at the Senior School 
of the Diocese of Melanesia on Norfolk Island. In 1920 the 
College came to Siota, and has been there ever since, except for 
a period of eleven years from 1935-1947. During that time a new 
College was started at Maka on Malaita, called St. Peter’s This 
moved about during the last war, but came to lest at Siota in 1947. 
The name of the College and the dedication of the new Chapel 
are a reminder of the College started at Maka. 

In the new Chapel there are also reminders of the old Cathe¬ 
dral. The font is a giant clam shell * It is supported on a 
wooden base which is beautifully inlaid with shell in the form 
of Christian symbols such as the Greek letters Chi-Rho, the Greek 
word IXTHUS, IHS, Alpha and Omega, the Dove, the Cross, 
a Fish, a Crown, and three circles intersecting each other. In this 
font children of married students and staff, and often local village 
people too, are baptized, lhere is also a moveable font presented 

♦Photograph No- 39 in Canon Howard Johnson’s book 
“Global Odyssey” [Bles, 1963] 
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by friends to Bishop John Selwyn, Second Bishop of Melanesia. 
This dates from 1873 when John Selwyn joined the Diocese as 
a priest. It was used for the holy water which was used by the 
present Bishop to sprinkle the inner and outer walls at the Con¬ 
secration Service. Shell from the old processional cross [which 
is too old to use any more] is being incorporated in a large cross 
which will hang behind the altar of the Lady Chapel. 

New furnishings and ornaments include the High Altar, 
made by Diocesan carpenters at Taroaniara, and a vestments chest 
for the vestry, also made there. As one enters the Chapel, one 
notices opposite the font a large Bible, open on the lectern. 
This is one of a number of gifts made by relatives of the present 
Warden and his wife. The positions of the font and the lectern, 
half way down the Chapel on either side, are a fitting reminder of 
the entry of each Christian into the Church of Christ by water 
and the Word. Above the altar is a striking Christus Rex - Christ 
on the Cross, but robed and crowned, the triumphant, risen, 
Christ. It was a gift to the Diocese by Mr. Clifford Moorehouse 
of the Episcopal Church in the United States of America. It 
reminds us of all the American servicemen who worshipped at 
Siota during the war when Gela was a centre for Allied operations. 
The Diocese has recently renewed its links with the Episcopal 
Church in the USA, through the new Anglican scheme called 
Mutual Responsibility and Interdependance. Under this scheme 
the Diocese of Melanesia and the Diocese of East Carolina have 
undertaken to help each other in as many ways as possible. The 
College was delighted to make gifts of inlaid altar crosses to re¬ 
presentatives of the Episcopal Church who visited the College in 
1965. One was received for the Diocese of East Carolina by two 
laymen of that Diocese, and the other by the Bishop of Erie. 

The College has been renewing other old links and making 
new ones. In 1965 the Warden of St. John’s College, Auckland, 
visited the College. St. John’s is the Provincial Theological 
College of the Church of the Province of New Zealand, of which 
Melanesia is a part. It was to this College that Bishop Selwyn 
brought the first Melanesian schoolboys in 1849. He had founded 
the College to provide schooling for all races in his diosese-Mao- 
ris, Europeans and Melanesians. It later became the theological 
college for the Anglican Church in New Zealand and has since 
taken students from Melanesia, who have included lhe two pre¬ 
sent assistant Bishops. For all these reasons, Siota looks upon 
St. John’s as its mother College. The visit of Dr. Raymond 
Foster has enabled us to plan to work together more closely in 
future, and to co-operate in planning syllabuses. It would surely 
rejoice the heart of Bishop Selwyn to know that a stream of men 
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has begun to flow from Siota to St. John’s, Auckland, and we 
hope also to our younger sister, St. John’s College, Suva, now 
the Central Theological College of the Anglican Pacific Dioceses. 
In addition to that, many of the men at Siota will be taking the 
same examinations as their brethren in New Zealand at the end 
of our new five-year Siota course. Both the Warden and the 
Sub-Warden are paying return visits to St. John’s, Auckland, in 
1965 and 1966, respectively. 

As well as sending students in the future to St- John’s College, 
Suva, for further study [D.V.] at the end of their course here, we 
are glad to have other links with the Diocese of Polynesia. It 
was a great pleasure to have staying with us for a short while 
a Tongan catechist who was staying at our Catechist College for 
training as a Senior Catechist [a two-year course.] The sight 
of him in Chapel in his ample vala, with sometimes a miniature 
mat wrapped round his waist, did more to make the Diocese of 
Polynesia a reality to our students than anything else could have 
done. We were proud to have in our Chapel, covering the east 
wall of our Lady Chapel, a large piece of tapa [bark cloth] 
from Tonga which had been presented by the Bishop in Poly¬ 
nesia when he visited here in 1963 at the time of the consecration 
of our Assistant Bishops. We felt we already had a link with 
David’s country which he had turned into a living, personal one. 
[We have of course on the staff of our Diocese tw*o members of 
the Diocese of Polynesia, a Tongan and an Indian from Fiji.] 

I he College has renewed its link with Cambridge through the 
presence of the Sub-Warden, a graduate of Corpus Christi College 
in that University, who had many contacts with Selwyn College 
also. These included being taught Greek by the Chaplain of 
Selwyn, who is now the Principal of the Theological College of 
the Diocese of Adelaide, and taking part as a ‘visiting artiste’in 
plays of the Selwyn College Dramatic Society. A former Warden, 
the Rev. Roger Tempest, is a graduate of Selwyn, and in his 
days [before Maka] the College was known as Selwvn College, 
Siota. 

The College has been addressed by visitors from Holland, 
the Philippines, Australia, New Zealand, the USA, Russia, and 
elsewhere. Subjects have ranged from creatures of the sea-shores 
and reefs of the Solomons [by members of the Royal Society 
Expedition] to West Irian [by a Dutchman working for the 
World Health Organization] and the Legislative Council of the 
British Solomon Islands [by Miss Lily Ogatina, Member for the 
Central Solomons.] Ecumenical visits included that of Dr. Tippett 
of the World Council of Churches, who spoke about Fiji and the 
training of Methodist Ministers in that country. The most memo- 
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rable visit of the year undoubtedly was that of Dr. and Mrs. Zernov, 
our Russian visitors. They are indeed from Russia, but neither 
has lived in that country for forty years as they left when they 
were students at the time of the Revolution there. Dr. Zernov is 
a lay theologian of the Russian Orthodox Church, and lectures 
about Orthodox theology at the University of Oxford. His wife 
is a doctor and dentist. Both of them lectured to the College 
In a series of lectures and discussions on four different days, they 
covered Russia, Orthodox theology, Russian saints, the Orthodox 
liturgy, and relations between Anglicans and Orthodox [whom they 
are working to draw even closer together.] But the memory 
which will remain with most of the students will be of the Zernovs 
in Church - Dr. Zernov standing to say his prayers [in the 
Orthodox manner] at the end of each service, and his wife com¬ 
plaining about being given a book, for “you can worship just as 
well by listening.” 

Six deacons who have been at the College on a six-month 
course of preparation for the priesthood were ordained to the 
Priesthood of the Church on the Feast of Christ the King, Octo¬ 
ber 31, 1965. They were Fathers Benjamin Buko, David Hoko- 
seni, Stanley Lobu, Flenry Nuntaloa, William Tarai, and Ephraim 
Togoro. The first live are serving in the Solomons, the last 
in the New Hebrides- At a second ordination on the Feast of St 
Thomas, December 21, 1965, six men are being made deacon by 
the Bishop of Melanesia in the new Chapel at Siota. These are 
Lonsdale Usumae, Arthur Manigilogilo, David Leguhono, Daniel 
Buie, Gregory Manliwos, and James Mera. The last three are 
from the New Hebrides, but only the last two are going to serve 
as deacons there. They have spent three years at Siota, and after 
serving as deacons for six months, will return to Siota to prepare 
for their priesting [if they have served well as deacons.] Six stu¬ 
dents are continuing their studies, either at Siota or abroad, and 
their ordinations are being deferred. Seven more will stay on to 
complete the new five- year course, while fifteen new students 
are expected in 1966. 

The syllabus now includes the following. 

The spiritual life [Prayer, Meditation, etc..] Christian Doctrine 
[the Creeds,] Introduction and Background of the Bible, New 
Testament Theology, the New Testament [set books], the Old 
Iestament [Theology and selected books], the Apocrypha [gene¬ 
ral introduction], the History of Ancient Civilizations [inc¬ 
luding Israel], the Life of Our Lord, the Church in History 
[including general history, Eastern & Western], Melanesian Chu¬ 
rch History, the Anglican Communion, Ecumenism [with special 
reference to Christian Unity in the Pacific]. 
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Liturgies [theoretical and practical, including a close study of 
the Book of C.P. and experience of the liturgies of different chur¬ 
ches, Anglican and other], Bible Study [with special training in 
leading Bible Study Groups], Christian Education [including a 
training course in adult education and Sunday School work], 
Moral Theology [including Christian Apologetics [including Natu¬ 
ral Theology], Preparation for Sacraments [Baptism, Confirma¬ 
tion, Holy Communion, Marriage, Penance, Unction], Homiletics 
[including sermon practice in the College and in village churches], 
Pastoralia [including all aspects of the life and work of the 
Deacon and Priest, including ministry to the sick, family life, 
pastoral problems, the care of money, the organization of the 
Diocese, the Law, the ministry of catechists, the care of churches 
and graveyards, etc.] General Knowledge [including the study of 
the universe, elementary science, practical mathematics, account- 
ing etc.], Current Affairs [including listening to the news, explana¬ 
tion of current events their causes, visits from members of other 
countries, and detailed study of different countries, especially 
those in the Pacific]. Music and Voice Production, English 
[including reading, pronunciation, comprehension, idioms and 
expressions, differences from Pidgin English and general grammar], 
Melanesian languages [with special reference to learning a new 
language, and doing pastoral work in Gela villages], New Testa¬ 
ment Greek [ especially exegesis of the text of the Greek New 
Testament and comparison of Greek, English and Melanesian 
grammar ], Practical Work [including gardening, building, car¬ 
pentry, care of cattle, baking, care of books, first aid, medical 
care, Scouts, store-keeping, hygiene, typing, office work, painting, 
making of altar breads, duplicating, producing magazines etc.] 
Needless to say, each student has experience of some of these during 
his time at the College: none of them does all these practical things. 

The Chapel is of course the centre of the life of the College, 
and each day we pray that “true religion, sound learning and use¬ 
ful industry may here for ever flourish and abound” - words used 
by Bishop Selwyn in the College prayer of St. John’s College, 
Auckland, and now used also in the College prayer of St. Peter’s 
College, Siota. The consecration of a new Chapel is the time for 
a re-consecration of the College to the service of Almighty God 
and of His Church, and a re-affirming of those three great prin¬ 
ciples on which the founder of the Diocese based his missionary 
and educational work; true religion, sound learning and useful 
industry. Bishop Selwyn wrote: I do not doubt for a moment the 
personal faith of thousands of the converts of the various mission 

bodies, but I do doubt whether they are ‘edified’ . The only 

temedy is a native ministry. This may be expected to press 
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upwards to higher and holier aims with the progress of light and 
knowledge.’ In spite of their many insufficiencies and failures, 
it is the hope of the staff and students of St. Peter’s College that 
- by the Grace of God - these prophetic words may indeed be 
proved true. 

BRIAN MACDONALD -MILNE 
Sub-Warden. 

[The reference to St. John's College, Suva, as a Central 
College for the Anglican Diocese is not meant to suggest 
tht this College is a substitute for the Pacific Theological 
College, which is an Ecumenical Post Graduate College. 

It is being supported by the Dioceses of Melanesia, New 
Guinea and Polynesia. — Editor.] 

STUDENTS’ VISIT TO SANTA YSABEL 

[The following article is contributed by one of the 
Senior Students in St. Peter's College, Siota, in the British 
Solomon Islands. The Sub-Warden writes, {< This visit 
was an official one undertaken by the College as part of 
the pastoral framing of the students. It also enabled me 
to find out more about church life in the districts. These 
visits are a recent addition to our syllabus, and have proved 
most worthwhile, as every island in the Solomons has a 
distinct character, different customs and its own way of 
doing things." — EDITOR.] 

It was a rainy day when we left Siota. All our bedding and 
hand-bags had to be carried under umbrellas on to the “Peaddeley” 
which was fastened at our jetty. We were through Pooli Passage 
and we slept at Taroaniara. Then in the morning of the next 
day which was Monday, 5th July, we left Taroaniara for Honiara 
where we were held up for two days because we had to wait for a 
transport for Santa Ysabel. On Wednesday. 7th of July, the 
“Southern Cross” took us to Santa Ysabel and put us ashore at 
Tasia. In the morning of Thursday, 8th July the girls took us 
around their School. After that these pretty Santa Ysabel girls 
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did some dancing for us which we appreciated very much. 

When dancing was over Sister Pearrett took us to the Mela¬ 
nesia teacher’s house where it was explained to us how Santa Ysabel 
people run the Schools all over the island. At present the dormi¬ 
tories are made of tin for the roof and cement for the floor. That 
's as far as the money given by the Santa Ysabel Education Com 
mittee would go. When some more money has been given, they 
are going to take away the leaf walls and put up something 
permanent. Santa Ysabel people are keen indeed to support 
their schools. We were told that one of the classrooms was put 
up in two days. I think we people from other islands should follow 
the keenness of these people. 

When the talk was over we were taken down to the jetty and 
we got into a canoe and went over to Buala. We divided ourselves 
into two groups and each had a leader. In our group during our 
visit to seven villages Fr. Brian was our leader and in the seventh 
village he became sick and James took over. 

Whenever we got to a village the people beat drums and 
lang bells. This is a sign of friendship- In the olden days the 
beating of drums was a sign of danger, and when the island became 
Christian they did the opposite thing and they retain it as a sign 
of peace and love. Then when we got finally into the village the 
people lined up and we shook hands with them. The line of 
people ended at the house where we were to sleep. There we were 
told to sit down; they sang hymns of welcome. At meals all kinds 
of good rich food were brought to the table and we helped our¬ 
selves. The beds were always arranged so that there was always 
a bed for each with clean pillows. So the first impression we got 
was that the people are hospitable, kind and full of affection. 

The two groups of students altogether visited 19 villages and 
three schools: Tasia girls’ School, Seleo Junior Primary School and 
Nareabu Day School. 

Our purpose in visiting Santa Ysabel was to learn about a 
Priest’s work and the life of the Church. Last Christmas we 
visited Malaita and so we were able to compare Malaita with 
Santa Ysabel people. Comparing Santa Ysabel with Malaita the 
former is a well organised Church. The people have a great pride 
in their Church buildings and always want to do better than the 
next village. The fruit of the Spirit of joy is written on the faces 
of Santa Ysabel people. The people are generous; they not only 
gave us presents but gave their hearts and wills to us so that we 
had no spirit in us left to give back. So I ask this question: 
What can we give back? I think this is the answer. We could 
only give back our lives dedicated to God- I hope that one or 
more of my brothers will go back to this people, so that we not 
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only have Santa Ysabel men working on the island, but men from 
other islands so that we could unite the Church. 

Another impression which I got from our visit is that all 
children go to school and the people love their children and do 
every thing in their power to help them while they are at school. 
For instance children from bush villages are taken to the Schools 
which are on the coast every Sunday and fetched back every 
Friday afternoon. This is done usually by girls and it is done week 
after week. So Santa Ysabel girls are not idle. 

The next impression which I got is the equality of men and 
women. As I observed Santa Ysabel women took an equal share 
in the life of the village community. For instance you don’t get 
the nonsense which the Santa Cruzians practised - that is men 
have the best food and the women have the poorest food possible. 
Thank goodness this is changing slowly. When we went tc 
Malaita last year we saw some difference in this situation. Because 
of this good treatment about 99% of Santa Ysabel families are 
happy. 

The people also make the best of their lands which are usually 
rugged and straight up the hill. Thus the people are well off 
although the land is difficult to develop. 

I mentioned the generosity of the people in one of my previous 
paragraphs. Well, the people support their Church very well 
with money and each village supports its own Catechists. The 
island also supports one part of Malaita. Before we left the 
island the people made farewell parties and we brought back 
presents and happy memories of the island- 

A CONVERSATION AFTER CHURCH 

After the service in the Church, three men sat in the Pastors 
house talking. They were a missionary, the Rev. Timothy Levitt, 
the Pastor of the village, Amosa, and a senior member of the 
Church, loane Teremoana, This is the conversation we over¬ 
heard. 

AMOSA: I was interested in your sermon this morning. You 

said that love is the great and only necessary rule of life. That 
is a lovely thought. 

IOANE: Yes; but it doesn’t seem to work out that way! 

LEVITT: How do you mean, loane? 

IOANE: Well, there is no part of life which can go along sim- 
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ply by love. We must have rules. We have rules for the affairs of 
the Island Council and we have rule - lots of rules - in the life of the 
Church. Why, you know how you spent hours explaining all the 
rules of the Church Constitution. Why did you bother with all 
that if love is enough ? 

LEVITT: I think the answer is to do with the nature of the 

Church. If the Church is Christ’s Body, then it is physical and visi¬ 
ble. It is organised. You can’t organise something without a plan 
which all the members accept. I suppose there could be some 
kind of Church with no rules but it would not be a visible Church 
in this physical world. 

AMOS A: But do you still think that love is the only necessary 

rule? 

LEVITT: Well, I may not have chosen those words very well. 

I do believe this, that the only sure and certain rule for deciding on 
how I shall behave is the law of love. We can organize the 
Church through all sorts of rules, but we cannot make rules about 
how Church members behave to each other, for love is the only way. 

AMOS A Yes, I can see what you mean, that there are diffe¬ 

rent kinds of rules. What about the Ten Commandments? Aren’t 
they still true? We often say them in Church. 

IOANE: I think they are most important laws. Our people 

still need them just as much as ever. 

LEVITT: But Jesus was asked much the same question, and he 

offered a summary of the Law which we also repeat in Church 
- Thou shalt love the Lord thy God, and thy neighbour as him¬ 
self. Isn’t Jesus trying to show us that the foundation of the old 
laws was love? And Jesus said he was fulfilling the Law'. How 
did he fulfil it? 

AMOSA: I suppose by living a perfect life. 

LEVITT: Yes, lam sure that must be true. And the life of 

Christ fulfils the Ten Commandments just because his love was per¬ 
fect always. The old commandments are still true, but the new law 
of love show's us God’s nature. It takes us right into the heart of 
God. So if we hold to that then w'e shall be able to keep all the 
other laws about stealing and adultery and so on. 

IOANE: I know that sounds very nice, but I still think it is 

not enough for us. You see, we islanders find it so much easier to 
understand simple rules than to think about theology. It may be 
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all right for you to think about love. I’m not saying you are 
wrong. But I know my own people, and we get along much better 
if we know the rules to obey. 

AMOS A: Yes, I agree with you, Ioane. Isn’t it just like the 

Old Testament? They were people who needed the laws, and God 
gave them the laws. Perhaps we need laws just like that- 

LEVITT: But if that is true, then what Gospel have you to 

preach ? 

AMOS A: Well, the Gospel is really a target, an ideal that we 

are aiming at. We have not reached it yet, but we are learning 
and growing up, and perhaps one day we shall reach it. 

LEVITT: I disagree. I think that is quite wrong. If Jesus 

does not come to us with the free grace of God which delivers us 
from law, then w 7 e have no good news for the world. If we are not 
delivered from the law, then we are still bound to law and punish¬ 
ment. We are not yet saved. But Christ the Saviour has come 
and delivered us. 

AMOS A: But aren’t we islanders growing up all the time? 

How can we reach the full meaning of the Gospel all at once? 

LEVITT: If we have not learnt the meaning of the Gospel 

by now, then shall we ever learn it? The Gospel has been 
preached here for over a hundred years now. Do you really think 
no one has understood it? You are leaders of the Church. Hasn’t 
the Church received the Gospel? Are you Jews of the Old Tes¬ 
tament, or Christians of the New Testament? 

IOANE: Don’t be impatient about us! All that we know 

is what we have received. It is you and the other missionaries 
before us who taught us all we know. If you have taught us 
wrongly? then don’t blame^us! And I believe we have been taught 
rightly. Ihe Church here has grown strong through the strong 
preaching of the old missionaries. Now you are making us con¬ 
fused and making our message weak. 

LEY 11 J: I don’t understand. What do you mean? 

IOANE: Well, look at the situation here- Last year those 

young American Mormon missionaries came. The old pastors 
were quite clear in the preaching. They said, “Turn them out 
and have nothing to do with them; they are serving Satan.” But 
young preachers like you just confuse us. You say we must love 
them. And if we do that then we listen to them and we respect 
them And then the Church is divided. I think the old way is 
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better. People know exactly what they should do. The old 
missionaries were strong preachers. 

LEVITT: Yes, they were strong. But they not have all the 

truth. Neither do we have all the truth. Only Christ has all 
the truth. I think we all need to study Christ much more, so 
that we are all more sure of our faith. Then perhaps we shall 
be strong preachers too. 

AMOSA: That’s what I said. We are all learners- We 

have not reached the full truth of the Gospel yet. 

LEVITT: Of course we are learners. But the starting point 

of our learning is Christ and his work. We do not start with the 
Ten Commandments. 

AMOSA: But we are all going towards Christ; we are 

looking towards him and trying to be like him. You are helping 
us to do that. 

LEVITT: I hope I can help you. Sometimes I wonder whe¬ 

ther I can help. You have the Bible and the Church; can’t we 
leave the rest to the Holy Spirit? Do we missionaries always have 
to stay here? 

IOANE: You must certainly stay for a long time yet. 

LEVITT: Why do you say that? 

IOANE: Because everyone listens to you and respects you, 

and you can speak to Europeans and they listen to you, and you can 
tell people what to do. 

LEVITT: But I don’t think I ought to be a missionary like 

that. That was not what I came here for at all. I wanted 
simply to be a brother minister, not a boss. And in any case 
you don’t really believe my preaching, you think it is too Euro¬ 
pean! 

AMOSA: No, no. We love your preaching; it does help us. 

It shows us how to improve. 

IOANE: Yes, it helps- Only don’t upset things too much. 

Be patient! Go slowly. It takes time to persuade people of new 
things. 

AMOSA: Ah, here is my wife with a cup of tea for us. 

Do you take sugar? 
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We will leave them to their tea. But their conversation raises 
some questions. Think about these: 1] Is it true that the re¬ 
ligion of law prepares people for the religion of grace? 2] Why 
was Levitt impatient? 3] What did Ioane really mean when he 
talked about ‘‘strong preachers”? 4] Which kind of response to 
the Mormon missionaries was the right one? 5] Is the law of 
love the only law we need? 

BERNARD THOROGOOD 


THE LIFOU ASSEMBLY OF THE PACIFIC 
CONFERENCE OF CHURCHES 

1 he inauguration of the above Assembly will be on Wednes¬ 
day 25th. May 1966. The Opening Service will be led by the Chair¬ 
man of. the Continuation Committee of the Pacific Conference 
of Churches, followed by the handing over of the Assembly 
to its own Chairman. There are about ninety six participants 
from churches, mission boards and other bodies so far enrolled 
for this Assembly of the Pacific Conference of Churches. 

It will be held in Chepenehe Bible School at Lifou Island 
in New Caledonia and Loyalty Islands, from 25 May to 7 June 
1966. There are churches and other bodies which showed their 
desire to enroll more delegates than their suggested quota to the 
Assembly, but unfortunately, this has been considered unaccep¬ 
table by the Continuation Committee, due to the inadequacy of 
accomodation provided for delegates in the place of the Assembly 

There will be four topics disscussed at the Assembly, as 
fellows:—- 

Stewardship, Marriage, Education, and Custom. Each topic will 
be introduced by two speakers, each speaking for half an hour, 
then participants be divided into ten commissions to study the 
Topic. Commissions are given in the course of the Assembly 
three sessions for discussion on each topic and two plenary 
sessions alloted for each topic to collect reports from each Comm¬ 
ission to finalise a complete statement on the same topic for 
report to churches of the Pacific Conference. 

There will be Bible Study every day. This will start the 
daily programme. The Assembly will also be divided into ten 
groups for discussion and for finding reports after a Biblical 
exposition by the Bible Study Leader. There will also be a 
Bible plenary session where a final report of the whole study will 
be composed out of the ten reports of the ten groups- Bible 
study leaders meet several times in the course of the Assembly to 
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study the work of the groups under the leadership of the Bible 
Study Leader. 

There will be thirteen actual days of the Assembly including 
two Sundays, 29th. May and 5th. June. The delegates will be 
given the privilege of being invited to preach and to take part in 
services on these Sundays in nearby village congregations, and 
there will be a Communion Service arranged by the local Arran¬ 
gements Committee on the last Sunday, 5th. of June in which all 
are invited to participate. 

It has been arranged that in the evenings there will be two 
panels to be chosen. One will deal with the subject of Citizenship 
which is something that is beginning to be thought of by most 
people of the Pacific; and the another on the Preparation for 
Missionary Service. News about the Pacific Theological College 
in Suva, PICEC, A ACC and EACC will be given by their represen¬ 
tatives. 

Host Church preparation will be very interesting. The 
French High Commissioner will visit the Assembly. There will be 
a traditional function called “Bula” held at the place where lies 
the memorial stone of Pastor Fau who was the first South Seas 
Missionary to preach the Gospel on Lifou. This occasion will be 
held on Saturday 4th. June. There will be also a Cultural 
evening in a form of a Camp Fire on Monday 6th. June. 

There will be an observer of the Roman Catholic Church 
at the Assembly- The Roman Catholic Church in the area extends 
a warm welcome to the Assembly of the Pacific Conference of 
Shurches, and they kindly offer accommodation for any dele¬ 
gations of the Assembly, if needed. 

I appeal to every reader of this article to pray specially for 
this Assembly, for its Chairman, speakers, delegates, consultants, 
observers, representatives, guests and for the local Committee. 

VAVAE TOMA 

TO THE CONTRIBUTORS IN THE SEPTEMBER ISSUE 

First of all, I would like to say a word of thanks to you all, 
for your contributions in the September issue. I was so deeply 
inpressed by the various articles in it. I would like also to say 
a word of thanks to the Rev. D. G. Bowen who was my former 
Principal, for his article reminds me of the many good things 
I have learned about the life of the Church in Samoa. But 
above all, I would like to say my great thanks to the Rev. I. Ta‘uo 
who was my college mate in the Malua Theological College of 
Western Samoa. I was so grateful indeed to read and to hear 
of his missionary task and his wife’s in the mountains of Papua 
May God grant wisdom and courage to this young couple in their 
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task. Finally friends, though wc are apart by thousands of miles, 
your contributions had united us together through the jour* 
nai. This symbolises the truth of our unity in Christ. May 
Love and Peace be with you all 

Yours in Christ, 
ALOVAKA MAUL 


BOOK REVIEWS 

THE^ PREACHER'S WORKSHOP - Preparation 
lor Expository Preaching 
by John Wood, 

London: Tyndale Press, 3/6. 

This is an excellent little book on Sermons and Preaching packed 
with valuable truths both new and old. 

The Title maybe somewhat misleading as it is not a discourse on 
the use of the study as a workshop but rather, as the sub-title 
suggests, Preparation for Expository Presetting. 

It is not the book for those who think a string of more or less rela¬ 
ted anecdotes and a few glib phrases aie all a modern congrega¬ 
tion requires as a sermon. 

The writer is quite convinced that today as never before 
the cry is for Theology - and he has set out to help the preachers 
to make Theology real and understandable to the average man and 
woman. It will appeal to the young at the beginning of their 
ministry and to the older men who are all too conscious of the 
danger of getting into a rut and of failing to make the Word of 
God the Challenge it is meant to be. 

We are give a series of suggested sermon outlines and 
their varied treatment plus advice on the many possible presenta¬ 
tions. As the Author says ‘However much we try to convince 
ourselves that faithfulness is more important than success, we secre¬ 
tly know that real preaching is meant to accomplish something! 
The preacher’s ultimate aim is not to produce great sermons 
but great Christians. 

MARGARET M. NORWOOD 

THE EPISTLE OF PAUL TO THE GALATIANS 

by R. A. Cole, B. A., M. Th., Ph. D. 

London: Tyndale Press, 4s. 6d. 

Dr. Cole, 1 utor, St. Peter’s Hall, Singapore, the author of this 
useful paperback in the series of Tyndale New Testament Com¬ 
mentaries begins his brief introduction by reminding us that 
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the letter to the Galatians is “spiritual dynamite.” It is, as he 
says, a statement of Paul’s Gospel which is also that of the Church 
universal, and it challenges our “present-day shallow easy accep¬ 
tances-” It is, further, a passionate appeal for Intercommunion, 
as we see from the way in which Paul speaks of himself as having 
fought against Peter himself on the question of table-fellowship 
at Antioch. “He [Paul] cannot conceive of two groups of Christ¬ 
ians in one place who refuse to eat with one another because of 
theological scruples.” 

These brief quotations from a short preface give us some idea 
of the spirit with which the commentator comes to his task- 

In his brief Introduction, Dr. Cole sets out plainly the 
reasons that have been advanced for both the North and the 
South Galatian theories and comes to the cautious conclusion 
that “it seems likely that the letter was written to the Christians 
of the Southern cities.” Likewise, after brief but careful discussion, 
lie comes to the conclusion that the letter may be placed “perhaps 
some little time after the first missionary journey when the 
strife that will ultimately lead to the Council of Jerusalem has 
already broken out in the north. It might have been written from 
Antioch.” 

In speaking of the body of the commentary we will confine 
ourselves to a brief reference to the clash with Peter in Galatians 
ii 11-16. We have a description of the arrangements for the 
common meal and the narrow line of demarcation between the 
“Church feast” and the Lord’s Supper. It had been Peter’s 
common practice to “mess” with the non-Jewish Christians and 
then, because of fear of “them which were of the circumcision” he 
refused to sit at the Lord’s Table with his fellow-Christians. The 
commentator has useful speculation as to who were these people 
that came from James. He points out that it was because Paul 
was a faithful friend that he could not allow Peter to go unre¬ 
buked. Dr. Cole, having warned us in the Introduction that 
Galatians contains hard sayings for us all, is not afraid to draw 
out the implications for to-day. “When we refuse to eat at the 
Lord’s Table with one whom we yet acknowledge to be a fellow- 
Christian, it can only be because we consider ourselves to have 
something that he has not—whether it be a mode of baptism, or 
some theory of apostolic succession, or some particular theologi¬ 
cal doctrine. This in effect denies to him the full status of Chris¬ 
tian, and, to Paul, that depends solely on his relationship to Christ 
by faith.” 

The test of a commentary, large or small is, “Does it open 
the Scriptures,” and by this test this is emphatically a good com¬ 
mentary. 

C.E.N. 
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A GUIDE TO ST. MARK’S GOSPEL 


by John Hargreaves, 

London: S. P. G. K., 1965, 10/6. 

John Hargreaves was formerly Warden of Buwalasi College, 
Uganda, and this commentary arose directly out of his teaching 
experience in Nigeria and Uganda. Almost all the questions 
it raises were actually asked by students or clergy. After acknow¬ 
ledging his indebtedness to scholars, he speaks of “a special debt 
of thanks to a group of senior students at Trinity College, Umahia, 
Nigeria, who for three hours a week for two years met to study 
this Gospel. They asked most of the questions that are raised in 
this book, and contributed fully, out of their experience as Chris¬ 
tians, in the search for answers.” The composition of the group 
was Anglican, Methodist and Presbyterian. 

The Introduction is very brief. It might seem to be too 
brief, but this is compensated for by the way in which compre¬ 
hensive but simple notes are provided as the commentary proceeds. 
Take, for instance, the four pages devoted to i 14-15. We are 
told where the events of the first five chapters took place and 
that all through this section two things are brought out about 
Jesus: the authority with which he taught; and his victory over 
sin and disease. I here is a simple, but satisfying, note about 
the Kingdom of God. 

When we come to the story of the call of Levi and our Lord's 
meal with his friends, we are told just what the tax officials were 
like and why were disliked- We are given just the kind of infor¬ 
mation about the scribes and the Pharisees that our students 
need. On the same subject, we may refer to the exposition of 
Mark xii 13-17. Why did Jesus have to wait while someone 
fetched a denarius? I he answer may be obvious enough, but 
how few commentators anticipate that it needs to be pointed out. 
The comments on xii 12 are pointed and practical. 

“ The great things that Jesus did during the Supper were 
done by using ordinary things,” says John Hargreaves and tells 
us that “the bread was a round, flat cake, baked hard, about 
six inches wide, the sort of bread that everyone used,” and then 
goes on to expound the significance of Christ’s act in breaking 
that bread; and each word and action is explained in simple, 
vivid language. 

The Commentary is based on C. Kingsley Williams’ New 
Testament in Plain English, but any good translation can be used. 
“I warmly welcome this book,” says the Archbishop of York 
in his Foreword, and so will many a teacher and student. 

G.E.N. 
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FROM THE EDITOR’S CHAIR 


[Continued from p. 2.] 

P. I. C. E. C. - A New Editor 

It is good to know that the Rev. Inoke Nabulivou is being- 
released by the Methodist Church in Fiji to take up the work as 
Editor of the Pacific Islands Christian Education Curriculum 
that is being laid down by the Rev. Lopeti Taufa, who proceeds 
to the Pacific Theological College. We commend these brethren 
to our readers’ prayers, as they shoulder their new and significant 
responsibilities. 

JUNIOR FIRST YEAR 

The first teachers’ handbook has now been issued by P.I.C.E.C. 
It contains fifty-two lessons for children from 9 to 11 years. The 
retail price is 7/6 [Australian] or 6/9 [Fijian]. We hope to 
publish a review of this handbook in our next issue. P.I.C.E.C. 
has quite a substantial publishing programme for 1966 and we 
shall await these books with great interest. 


INTERNATIONAL 
CHRISTIAN HANDBOOKS 

A series of special editions of a number well-known books 
published by the IVF and Tyndale Press. Prices are about 
half that of the standard editions. Available from all Chris¬ 
tian book agencies. 


THE NEW BIBLE COMMENTARY . 21s. 

THE DEATH OF CHRIST . 6s 

IN UNDERSTANDING BE MEN . 5s 

SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES . 9s.6d 

BASIC CHRISTIANITY . 2s 

CHRISTIAN BELIEFS . 2s 

PRAYER .. 2s 

WHY BELIEVE? .:. 2s 

TYNDALE NEW TESTAMENT 
COMMENTARIES .3s. to 5s.6d. 


send for complete list — 


IVF 


39 Bedford Square London W.C.I. 
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NEW EPWORTH BOOKS 

THREE ... TWO ... ONE ... ZERO . David Head 10/6 

A book to deliver one from dull mechanics and helpless 
ignorance in prayer, and to teach us to pray simply and 
believingly. 

READING THROUGH ROMANS. G.K.Barrett 12/6 

A running commentary to guide all who seek to understand 
the basic teaching of this, the most important of all 
Paul’s Epistles. 

JAMES HOPE MOULTON.. H.K. MOULTON 6/- 

A tribute to this saint and scholar on the centenary of his 
birth. 

TURNING TO GOD . William Barclay 10/6 

This book, the Peake Memorial Lecture for 1963, examines 
the New Testament doctrine of conversion, especially in 
the light [or darkness] of such books as Sargant’s “Battle 
for the Mind.” 

THE SEVEN PSALMS ............ Norman H.Snaith 

Paper covers 5/-, Boards 8/6 
An exposition of the Penitential Psalms - through the centuries 
a way of approach to God. 

CHRIST IS ENOUGH . Alan Walker 2/6 

[A Wyvern Book] “This is a book that can help the young 
man who is trying to understand how Jesus can meet the needs 
of the modern age. It will also deepen and confirm the ex¬ 
periences of the mature Christian.” Sunday School Chronicle. 

A PLAIN MAN LOOKS AT THE CROSS 

Leslie D. Weatherhead. 2/6 
A Wyvern Book] An explanation of the purposes of Christ’s 
death for the man-in-the street. 

THE ATONEMENT IN NEW TESTAMENT TEACHING 

Vincent Taylor. 18/- 

Over 12,000 copies of diis clear and thorough book have been 
sold since it was first published. Essential reading for 
all interested in the doctrine of the Atonement. 

THE EPWORTH PRESS. 

25-35 City Road, London. E.C.L 
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LIFE AND FIRE OF LOVE 

Prayer and its Presuppositions 

H. M. Waddams 18s. 6d. net 

“A very good and timely book. It grasps all the usual nettles 
about prayer. It stresses the fact that all Christians are called 
to grow in prayer throughout their lives, not only those with 

special gifts or circumstances . Nearly a fifth of the book is 

taken up by a collection of short extracts from spiritual writers- 
a truly ecumenical selection that admirably supports the argument 
of the preceding chapters.” 

A RELIGIOUS OF C. S. M. V. View Review. 

THE FAITH AND MODERN ERROR 
Harry Blamires 6s. net 

Paperback edition. “No one can read this book without profit. 
Very few will read it without enjoyment. 

Church Times 


THE OLD TESTAMENT ROOTS OUR FAITH 

Paul and Elizabeth Achtemeier 8s. 6d. net 

“Popularization at its best.If it is taken seriously as a working 

manual, especially if it is worked through by a group . it will 

provide a means for entering into that religious life which the 
Old Testament, as we have it, both reveals and hides.” 

H. G. G. HERKLOTS: View Review. 
ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI 

Seraph Books 

J. R. H. Moorman 5s. 

“Francis has a great appeal in these days, for as a young man 
he rebelled against the comfortable existence of his family and 
possessing nothing he learnt to love all. The life of discipline 
and prayer is seen at its most attractive in Francis, and all this 
is brought out well in this book by one who is acknowledged 
to be an expert in this field.” 

St. Martin’s Review. 

Holy Trinity Church, 

Marylebone Road, 

London, N. W. L. 


S • P • C • K 
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A MONTH OF SUNDAYS 
by Colin Evans 

1 his book is a treasure-trove of :deas and quotation. It 
will appeal to preachers, teachers and group leaders as well as 
the general reader, and follows in the splendid tradition made 
popular by F. W. Boreham. The 31 chapters on religion and 
life are delightfully done, and possess a freshness and a chami 
all of their own. 15 s> 


P. T. FORSYTH AND THE CURE OF SOULS 
Harry Escott 

A new appraisal of the life of Peter Taylor Forsyth, with 
a wide-ranging selection of memorable passages from his writings. 
It will serve as an excellent introduction to the man and his books, 
and will show how he is justly now described by theologians as 
“this astonishing prophet”. 12s. 6d. 


HOW SHALL THEY HEAR? 

John Murray 

A first-class book for lay preachers, full of detailed advice 
on the call to preach, tools for the job, how to prepare and deliver 
sermons, conduct services. 


IN THE BEGINNING 
Roger Pilkington 

The creation story written in a fascinating way for children 
by a Christian biologist. He keeps to the Bible narrative and 
shows that it does not conflict with modern scientific theory. 
Illustrated with many lively 2 - colour drawings. 

limp 4s. cloth 5s. 

INDEPENDENT PRESS 

Memorial Hall Farringdon St. London EC4. 
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